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Specific purpose: Raising awareness and educating people on how drug addiction develops.
Central Idea: Different people get addicted to different drugs but all these drugs have a negative impact on both the human body and life; majorly they affect the functioning of the brain developing addiction. 

INTRODUCTION 

In everyone’s lifetime, he or she must encounter a friend or loved one who has developed addiction to a certain drug. If you have not encountered such a person, then the person must be you. Growing up in a family and neighborhood that was highly comprised of drug addicts was never easy for me. This experience taught me that different people get addicted to different drugs but all these drugs have a negative impact on both the human body and life; a way of altering the normal brain functioning such that it revolves around the drug.
BODY

Drug mainly affects the functioning of the brain for an individual to develop addiction.
· The brain’s reward system is responsible for controlling an individual’s survival and pleasure. It only develops after someone is 25 years old and it is difficult to change once addiction develops. 
· The hippocampus and amygdala portions of the brain modulate memory and emotion.  Serotonin and dopamine hormones are released during times of depression and pleasure respectively. When consuming drugs, the levels of dopamine in the body increase from the normal 200 to 1300. The brain gets used to producing these high levels of dopamine making the addict to always desire for more drugs so as to feel high; creating addiction. 
Conclusion 

To sum this up, we should all appreciate the fact that drug addiction exists in our society and we should help addicts overcome their bad habit just like we have our bad habits. After understanding how addiction develops through understanding how it alters normal brain functioning, I believe we have learnt on how to treat drug addicts as our friends and not as adversaries during correction from their bad habit. Everyone! Addiction is a disease it is called the BRAIN disease, and it deserves the same attention.
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Identification of a presentation aid (Visual):
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